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WEDNESDAY 22nd June 2011, 7.30 PM AT FAIRFIELD

(Subject to approval)
Minutes

PRESENT
Andrew Riley

Chairman




ARly
Maxine Goswell

Temp. Minutes Secretary


MG
Betty Walley

Vice President and Health 

BW

Christine Bushell

Committee member


JM


Leo Mindel


Vice Chairman



LM

Lesley Crowcroft

Consultant Environmental Officer
LC

Jane Clayfield

Road Steward



JC
Tony Lane


President




TL
Lynne Halse


Committee Member


LH

Herbert Levinger

Transport Officer 



HL
Joan Butfield

Resident




JB

Alan Lester


Editor The Echo



AL

Paul Akers


Road Steward Co-ordinator

PA
PC Tim Hall








TH

PCSO Ann Marie Chapman-Bennett




A CB

PLEASE NOTE: If your initials are in BOLD, then you have an outstanding action from the meeting to report on at the next meeting. 

Thank you.
1) Apologies for absence received from:
Anila Hashim, John Morgan, Fiona Morgan, Andrew Retter, Nigel Stone, Sue Katz, Erika Kimber & Robert Symes.

2) Minutes of meeting held on 27th April 2011
Approved, with the following amendment:
14) The Big Lunch: CB to send details to LC to advertise in ERA magazine.
To read: 

CB to send details to LC to advertise in the Conservation Panel Diary Dates.
3) Matters Rising

None

4) Chairman’s Report
Feedback from the AGM had been extremely positive and a number of people had positively commented about having Richard Barnes, Nick Hurd and Julian Worker as guest speakers.

The Big Lunch was a great success. It attracted 300+ people at its peak; more attended throughout the day. That is more than double the number that attended Boris Johnson’s Big Lunch on the South Bank.

Tony Ellis, Chairman of Northwood Residents Association has been elected Chair of the Hillingdon Association of Residents Associations (HARA) and is looking to make it a more effective communication link with the Council.  The next meeting will be at the Civic Centre on 18 July.

HS2 continues to be a concern across the Borough and the Chilterns.  The Chairman has discussed the issue with Nick Hurd who is fully aware of the strength of feeling against this project/proposed route.

An exhibition was recently held at the Harlequin Centre, Watford, detailing proposals to extend the Metropolitan Line to Watford High Street and Watford Junction Stations. If funding is approved the project could be completed by 2015.  The proposal would mean the closure of the existing Watford Met Line Station.

Mountview Surgery has given notice that they wish to close their satellite surgery at Acre Way.  The Chairman, together with his opposite number at Northwood RA met with Dr Goodman and the Practice Manager to air their concerns.  The practice was unable to say how many elderly patients would be impacted by the closure but will now review their database to ascertain this number.  The proposed closure made the front page of last week’s Gazette.

Carys Walker, (London Borough of Hillingdon) has advised that the Council have now appointed a Project Manager for the Playground project and that he should make contact before the end of the month.

Repeated damage to the pavement outside a house in Lichfield Road has been reported to the Council and an action for damages is likely in the near future.

The fully refurbished Northwood Hills Library is to re-open to the public on the 11th July.

St John’s school have advised that they will be holding their 4 yearly Charity evening on 2nd July at 19:00 and are conscious of traffic movement.  All the required permissions have been obtained.

Eastcote House Gardens Open Day will be on Saturday 9th July and the Chairman urged everyone to attend.  NHRA have agreed to have a stand and ‘Bash the Rat’ will be in attendance.  Volunteers to help with the stand are required. LH agreed to do 12-2pm, JB to do 2-4pm.  LC reported that the Tug of War competition was proving to be popular, and was hoping to have a Safer Neighbourhood team as well as the 3 pub teams already entered.
5) Police Report 
Northwood Hills Crime Statistics for the last 4 weeks, as of 22-06-11

	Assault/Public Disorder
	12

	Burglary Dwelling
	8

	Burglary Non Dwelling
	1

	Domestic
	1

	Drugs
	2

	Harassment
	4

	Criminal Damage other
	1

	Robbery
	1

	Theft of Motor Vehicle
	1

	Criminal Damage to Motor Vehicle
	7

	Theft from Motor Vehicle
	12

	Other Crime
	10


AC-B reported on the Cannabis Factories that had been raided in Northwood Hills.  More detail to appear in The Echo.
6) Treasurer’s report 
Following discussion it was agreed that NHRA should continue to make a donation to Fairfield Church for the use of the premises, but before agreeing the amount, it was agreed to review when it was last increased to the current level of £150 pa (for the last 2 years it was thought) and whether it should increase to reflect the increased utility bill costs the church has incurred for the Electricity and Gas required for our use. Noted that ERA made a donation of £20 for each committee meeting and £100 for their AGM to St Lawrence Church.  Agreed to be an agenda item for the next meeting.

 

ARly reported that RL had received cheques to the value of £475 in respect of adverts in the magazine.  Only Baker Pearce and Indian Kitchen remained outstanding, to the sum of £200, FM to chase.  Ryefield DIY will no longer advertise following the closure of the business.
FM to list the advantages and disadvantages of becoming a charity, and the various options available, was carried over to the next meeting.
It was also agreed to discuss the level of the subscription at the next committee meeting.

7) Editor’s Report 

AL reported that the next magazine will be published on 15 September.  It will cover events from the autumn until Easter. This should also include any of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations next May/June, such as the Flotilla on the Thames & the run up to the Olympics.

ARly and BW to get reports from the cricket and football clubs.  AL to chase the bowls club.
Northwood School had responded to requests for information, but other schools to be chased as in the previous minutes. 

A volunteer Advertising Manager is still needed.  AL reported that he was hoping for adverts from the new plumbing business, In Toto Kitchens, the new restaurant and the Portuguese café.
MG agreed to do an article on the earlier police report.

The shoe repairer had agreed to do an article following his accident outside his shop & his final return to business.
8) Web masters report

It was noted that RK was still awaiting further feedback to the changes made, by the committee members please.  Committee members had generally not been happy to have their photos posted on the Website.
9) Parking Petition
AL reported that he had submitted his private petition, of over 400 signatures against the feathered parking in Joel St, to the Council.  He was awaiting a meeting date.  The committee agreed that NHRA supported the petition and although the Council had followed the Dept of Transport guidelines, it was felt that the parking was not working, with too many people driving in forward, going across the stream of on-coming traffic. Perhaps the Council are concerned that, should there be an accident, they may be liable for Health and Safety issues as they may be potentially negligent.
10) Planning Report 

AH had kindly submitted the planning report before the meeting, as she was unable to attend:
a. St John’s School lost their retrospective planning appeal.
b. The Phone Mast in Joel Street has been approved.
c. 67 Stanley Road; application made to extend bungalow.
There are several new applications at different addresses in this road at the moment. Hillside and Stanley Roads were designated ‘Area of Special Local Character’ about 3 years  ago and this would be helpful in the review of these applications.  ARly agreed to help find this document.
d. Land at rear of 33 and 35 Hazlewood Drive; application made to build a one bed, detached bungalow.
Noted that existing gardens are no longer viewed as Brown Field sites and building new dwellings on them is not allowed. 
e. 68 -72 Joel Street (Apolonia) application made to change part from A3 to D1 to create a Thai Massage Therapy Centre.
f. Noted that 2 gardens at the back of Potter St, backing onto Stanley Road were boarded up, having had permission to build a bungalow last refused in 2007.
LC gave this helpful description of some of the new legislation:

CHIPS
About two years ago English Heritage [EH] published a report on Conservation Areas Nationwide.  It concluded that the majority of Conservation Areas were at risk; that is in danger of having their character eroded through alterations to buildings and poor planning decisions.  There were several CAs in Hillingdon, Morford Way Conservation Area being one of them. 

Every conservation area should have an appraisal which notes the history, 

character, what is important about the area etc. EH are now running a pilot scheme Community Heritage Initiative Programme [CHIPS] which will train Conservation Panels, drawn from Local residents to be able to draw up appraisals. Hillingdon had been chosen for the trial. There will be 5 Conservation areas involved. 

Once these documents are finished and passed by Hillingdon cabinet they will be helpful in fighting planning applications. 
Certificate of Lawfulness [CofL] or House Holder Permitted Development
This is a quick planning option, every householder is allowed to extend their property to a certain size limit. Unlike a full planning permission there is no control over the design of the changes. If the proposed development fits into the size guidelines it is approved disregarding the design.  This CofL is needed when the property is sold on, to show that the development is legal. 

It is the worse piece of legislation ever, leading to all these very ugly 

changes to roofs and huge 'garden rooms' which are in reality bungalows. 
The Sustainable Communities Act, which is going through parliament to gain legislation may help with some of the cases above, making it possible to prevent in-fill and  similar issues.  The Localism Bill may help too.
11) Transport Report 

There are now 8 new operational trains on the Met Line, 2 more have arrived, but they cannot be maintained in Neasden Depot because the new sidings are not long enough for the new trains.
12) Conservation Report
LC reported that Eastcote House Garden Pride of Place Application had been submitted.  Grants for seating and notice boards had been approved.

Saturday 9th July Fun day: LM to provide Scout tables.

Considering linking this event with the Scouts Plant Sale next year.

13) Health Report 
There had been no meetings recently. ARly reported that at the AGM, CB had agreed to act as NHRA Health Representative, to assist BW. 
14) Ward Councillors’ Report
None submitted.

15) The Big Lunch, Sun 5th June 12-3pm, Salisbury Road

CB was congratulated on this event, the food, horses, live music and children’s activities were enjoyed by many.

16) Events Committee
Christmas Event
This was discussed at some length, & whilst it was agreed that the bigger event in 2010 went very well, the expansion of this from the 2009 event was down to the hard work of a very few people.  Thanks were given to LH & CB in particular, but it was agreed that whilst the 8 performing acts brought members of the community to the event, perhaps the Fun Fair didn’t, as the rides were very expensive.  Bringing alive the community spirit was important, but a more limited event might be tried next year.  The Christmas Tree and the Lights Switch on were a definite highlight & it was agreed this should be the focus next time.

An alternative way of managing the event would be using an external commercial organiser and making it more of a Farmers Market, perhaps in Argylle House car park, bringing in outside stalls.  ARly agreed to investigate the cost of this, or indeed if the Chamber of Commerce were agreeable to such a proposal.

As a way forward, LH & JC agreed to choose the lights to be hired and it was agreed there would be no Fun Fair and currently, a smaller event would be planned.  The Rotary Club have a sleigh on a trailer for Father Christmas and this would be a welcome addition, but not sure how to investigate using it.  The shops being asked to set up stalls selling their goods in front of their own shops may be a way forward too.  Young Enterprise ventures may wish to hold stalls during the event.
Queens Jubilee
CB proposed that the Big Lunch be moved from the usual June date, to be held in July in Salisbury Road.  This would allow for a Queens Jubilee event to be held over the Bank holiday weekend of 2/3/4 June 2012.
ARly reported that he had discussed a joint event with Northwood RA, perhaps on the Recreation Ground and the 6 Ward Councillors concerned were happy for this to go ahead.  Fire Beacons were to be lit all around the UK and Haste Hill would be an obvious choice for one.  Agreed that too many small events would dilute peoples’ attendance and perhaps all the stakeholders at last May’s event could consider joining together.  ARly to pursue; and to introduce LH to Tony Ellis, Chairman Northwood RA, and to the Secretary of Ruislip Woods Advisory Committee.
LC reported that Eastcote House Gardens were to hold a Jubilee party on Sat 2nd June.  The Thames Flotilla was also to be on 2nd June.

17) Chamber of Commerce
No report on the Fun Day had been provided.
18) Police Representative
Graham Mann, a retired officer had come forward at the AGM to volunteer as the above & he was thanked for taking this on.
19) Other Business
· MG gave a brief update on the HMS position. ARly agreed to pass her information on Tupe employments rights.

· LM reported that it was expected the driver of the car in which James Wybrow died was expected to plead guilty to the lesser charge of Death by Reckless driving and may receive a non-custodial sentence at the court case next month. 

· A suggestion was made that the meetings rotate around different venues in Northwood Hills as that may attract other residents.  It was agreed that the committee meetings didn’t need to rotate, as it was a small group of people and any changes would just result in problems regarding access and key holders etc.  However, it might be worthwhile to invite different stakeholders to some committee meetings.  Holding the AGM in a different venue, whilst it may attract some new residents, may result in others not attending.
· Speeding in Joel St at the zebra crossing near the Woodman Pub was a problem, as was speeding near the junction of Southill Lane on Eastcote High Road.  Julian Worker had suggested that residents may be given occasional access to the use of speed guns and ARLy agreed to contact A C-B to discuss this further.

20) Date of Next Meeting
14 September
Committee Meeting

Noted that meetings were usually held on the 4th Wednesday of the month.  ARly requested that all those, including the police, who submit reports, please submit a written report before the meeting.
ALL

Appendix 
Proposed Diary Dates for 2011

Saturday 9th July 
Eastcote House Garden Fun day

9th & 10th July
Scouts Plant Sale
July


No Committee Meeting

August

No Committee Meeting

14 September
The Hills Echo Copy Date

14 September
Committee Meeting

1 October 

Northwood Hills Clean Up Day

19 October

Committee Meeting

19 November
Christmas Lights Event

23 November
Committee Meeting

18 December
Evening of Carols

December

No Committee Meeting
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