How did NORTHWOOD HILLS

Although called Northwood Hills, when measured in height above sea-
level, the centre of Northwood is actually higher than Northwood Hills.

get its name?

The so-called “Metro-land” (the Met Line’s
marketing strap-line) had been conceived in
1915 to move people out of central London
and into rural Middlesex.

The Metropolitan Railway reached Harrow-
on-the-Hill station in 1880, and Pinner on 25™
May 1885. Pinner remained the terminus until
1st September 1887 when the line was further
extended to Rickmansworth.

Construction of Northwood Hills station was briefly announced in The
Times newspaper in May 1933; it opened in December of that year.

The most ambitious plans were in 1930, for a new suburb between
Pinner and Northwood on open fields, the surplus land donated to the
Metropolitan Railway Estates. Houses sold for as little as £400 each.

A public competition to name the
station was held in the press. Local
Councillors favoured the names of
Haste Hill, Northwood Town, or Joel
Street for the station. Indeed, Haste
Hill came a close second as much of
the housing stock was being built
around it by Belton Estates.

At that time, the land was split between three parishes: Northwood,
North Harrow and Ruislip; which may explain how a lady from North
Harrow came to enter and win the competition, claiming her £5 prize.



A growing community in suburbia:

London Transport had come into existence by then. Potter Street was
the first road built, with the upper end on Pinner Hill, as houses began
to creep up the muddy Porridge Pot Hill (which was renamed Potter
Street to suit suburban tastes). A long parade of shops, banks and a
cinema were erected.

However, the first few residents were not too enamoured by the pioneer
life, complaining about “the mud of the most adhesive quality outside
the station”

1933: Station is just being finished,
the name plate had not yet been
installed.

and tobacconist. The right-hand
shop (now no longer a shop)
became a much-loved toy shop
called “The Toybox”.

On 22" June 1935, the Bugatti Owners’ Club
organised a Speed Hill-Climb on a 1 in 10
incline, 580 yards long course in Winchester
Road, on what was described then as the
Joel Park Estate.

With the houses still under construction, the hill race in effect took place
alongside the building site. Amongst the 63 entrants were some of the
best-known drivers of the day, including Peter Whitehead driving an
Alta, and John Bolster in his own Special. The event was won by
Richard Shuttleworth in his supercharged Type 51 Bugatti.

So, we have three hills: Haste Hill, Pinner Hill and the Hog’s Back. All
are represented in the Northwood Hills Residents’ Associations logo.



