A brief History of
“The Hills Echo”

(formerly “The Resident”)

| would like to join in the congratulations to our new editor, Alan Lester,

at a time when | thought it was going to be difficult to replace Alan
Kimber, who produced an excellent magazine for seven years. Thankfully,
our chairman Andrew Riley, with the help of others, produced the Autumn
2009 edition. Then along came Alan, who as our new editor has produced
the enjoyable and informative Spring 2010 edition.

We have been very fortunate in having, in the past, five successive editors
producing an informative and interesting magazine. For some time we had to
be satisfied with a two page newsletter, but then, in 1991, Leslie Hodson
produced and named "The Hills Echo®, Leslie was our editor for several years
until, sadly, he died and Margot Barnikel, our secretary, took over, followed
by Mike Thatcher, our chairman, until 2002, when Alan Kimber became editor.

"The Hills Echo®™ was not our first magazine however. An earlier one was "The
Resident”™. | do not know when it started, or how long it survived. The
oldest copy | have is dated 1948, and the latest one is dated 1941. The
front of each copy shows "The Clump”, the island of trees situated in
Morthwood Way. | believe this group of trees was preserved when the area was
developed during the Metroland period of the 1930s.

The front of each copy shows a list of officers and committee members,
together with their addresses and telephone numbers, where appropriate,
which | consider a good idea. The 1948 copy shows Harry Peachey of 55
Briarwood Drive as president. He was the founder of our association in
1932, firstly under the name of the Briarwood Ratepayers Association, which
became the Northwood Hills Ratepayers Association in 1935, and
subsequently the Northwood Hills Residents Association. Maybe that is the
reason why so many of our officers in the past have lived in Briarwood Drive.

The only person listed in "The Resident” whom | knew was Eddie Carter, who
lived next door but one to us. | talked with him on many occasions. His
son Alan still lives there, and often writes articles fro "The Hills Echo”.
Alan was very young when his father served on the committee, so does not
remember his involvement, but recalls that he was always very interested in
local activities. In May 1945 Eddie Carter organised a very successful VE
street party in Middleton Drive, which was the subject of one of Alan's articles.

In the Morthwood Hills Residents Association we place great value on
newsletters, or preferably a magazine, providing a link with our
residents, and we have been very fortunate in maintaining that link through
the perseverance and devotion of our editors.
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