
Our “Jubilee Path”  
 

Why was it planted? 
This avenue (double row) of trees was 
originally planted in 1935 to 
commemorate the Silver Jubilee for 
George V, marking 25 years of 
reigning as the King of England and 
Emperor of India. 
 

The Jubilee Day on 6th May 1935, was 
declared a Bank Holiday and, as per 
today, large and small-scale 
celebrations were held across the 
country with open air events, sports 
and a Royal Ball for 2,000 guests at 
Buckingham Palace. 
 

Many commemorative items were 
produced to mark the occasion, such as the Christening mug 
below.  Special postage stamps were created throughout the 
Commonwealth of Nations. 
 

Although Queen Victoria had reigned for longer, that was the first 
ever Silver Jubilee celebration of any British monarch in history. 
Sadly, the King died from pneumonia less than a year later at the 
age of 70. 

 

The houses were still being built 
Northwood Hills homes were still 
being constructed, but those on 
Highland Road and Cranbourne 
Road must have been mapped 
out as the path hugs their back 
gardens and the metal fencing  
which borders St Vincent's field. 
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Imagine: 
 

When planted, the trees would have been tiny. 
Look at how magnificent they are now. 

 
 

The zig-zag route 
This impressive avenue of trees starts in the recreation ground, leads up 
the left-hand side of the meadow, along the top and then continues around 
the corner and onwards towards St Vincent’s Home, finishing at the 
entrance to Ruislip woods.  The route now has enormous mature trees and 
very few have “fallen by the wayside”. The two tree types may have been 
chosen for their symbolic meanings, as you will read on the route… 
 

the

The view from the top 
of the meadow is very 

impressive 



The trees on the left-hand side 
These are London Plane trees.   
 
These have distinctive “camouflage” look bark 
and massive leaves, up to 25 cms. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Symbolism of the trees 
Plane trees denote:  

                Greatness 
                          Permanence  
                                    Superiority 
                                              Sovereignty 



 

Trees on the right-hand side 
Lime trees have delicate flowers in June, which are 
beautifully scented. Can we smell them today? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Symbolism of the trees 
Lime trees (with their heart-shaped leaves) 
denote: 

Love, Fidelity, Justice. 



In 1937 another 
significant tree 
(an Oak) was 
planted for the 
coronation of 
King George VI.   

 

Local businessman and 
advocate of open spaces 
Harry Bennett planted an 
oak tree on Haste Hill with 
a commemorative plaque, 
to mark the coronation of 
King George VI.  
 

The moment was recalled in a news article: 
 

“Mr Bennett’s family has made regular visits to the 
tree and taken away acorns which have been planted 

all over the world.    
 

Mr Bennett went on to become a local councillor and 
following his death in 1944, his ashes were buried 

beneath the tree. “ 
 

Follow the signs for the nearby location and 
then you can read the commemorative plaque 
which is beside it. 


