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Eastcote House Gardens  
 
Back in the 17th century, there were 
over 26,000 dovecotes in the UK. Now 
there are less than 1,300 and most cannot be seen 
by the public.  However, in Eastcote House 
Gardens, not only can you see the dovecote every 
day, as well as the beautiful Walled Garden, but on 
open days you can go inside and hear explanations 
about its use and history. 
 

The domesticated and feral pigeons are descended 
from the Rock Dove. In the wild they are only now 
found in small colonies in Scotland and Ireland.  
 
The Romans kept doves for food, but it was the 
Normans who introduced dovecotes to Britain in the 
11th or 12th century. The EHG dovecote was first 
built in the late 1500’s and then rebuilt in the 18th 
century. You can still see Tudor bricks at the base 
of the walls.  
 

We believe that it had 800 nesting 
boxes. The noise and smell inside can 
well be imagined!  
 

For people to get access to the nest boxes there is 
a revolving ladder in the shape of a gallows. Hence 
this is often known as a Potence (the French word 
for gallows). This is one of the very few that still 
exist in the country, and it still works! 
 

Dovecotes were built to supply the wealthy with luxury food, the tender 
meat of young pigeons (known as squabs). Each monogamous pair of 
pigeons produced two squabs each lay, up to six times a year.  The first 
would be ready to eat by April and throughout the year until November. 
 

As well as food, the main products of the dovecote were: feathers for 
bedding; dung for tanning and fertilizer; and later saltpetre for gunpowder. 
 

I hope this tempts you to come and visit EHG’s dovecote and learn more 
about its fascinating history.  For our Open Days, visit the website 
www.eastcotehousegardens.org.uk                                      
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