Northwood
Hills Station &
Garden

“Underground
in Bloom”

Our Metrapolitan Line station opened on 13
November 1933, There was a competition to
choose the name and Northwood Hills was the
winning entry with Haste Hill a close second.
The name in some aspects is surprising as the
area is, in fact, lower than neighbouring
Northwood.

In 2003 London Underground wanted to
improve the ambience of the stations for the
customers. They decided to introduce the
"Underground in Bloom" competition. Every
station was invited to take part and would be
given an allowance to buy the plants.
Approximately 22 stations participated
including Northwood Hills.

At Northwood Hills the gardens are cultivated
by Jahn Wilsan, his wife Kathy, and Brian
Kennedy. Kathy has more knowledge of
flowers and plants. She plans the layout and
the coordination of the colours. John and
Brian are learning fast and tend to do the
"donkey"” work! The first year was very hard.
The beds had been left for years and a lot of
preparation was required. We used many
bags of top soil and compost after ridding the
soil of the weeds and old shrubs no longer
required.

That first year our station was Judged 3"an
the network. Not a bad start! The following

year we went one better and were the
second best station overall.

In 2005 and 2006, to our surprise we came
first. Amazing,considering it just started out
as a bit of fun. It was a great result not only
for the station, but also for our customers.

The top prize has eluded us since, but we
have continued to win prizes every year,
coming Second for our gardens last year.
Over 40 stations take part now and the
competition has improved tremendously.
There are now 8 categories, including one
for art. Some stations even have water
features.

London Underground encourage us to be
sparing with water, try to refrain from
using pesticides and also plant flowers
such as daises and wild thyme to attract
bees, butterflies and other insects.

This will be our eighth year in the
competition. Whilst it is pleasing to win an
award, the main reason for the gardens is
to improve the look of the station for our
customers. Many people take the time to
talk to us and thank us for our hard work,
and these comments make it all
worthwhile.

John Wilson



