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A Letter from Jersey

St Edmund’s Church:

The world wide web is a truly wonderful thing! In a rare idle moment over the
weekend | discovered the website of the Northwood Hills Residents Association
which triggered a flood of memories from childhood and youth. It was particularly
interesting to access your latest Newsletter and see an item from St Edmund's
Church - there | was Baptized and Confirmed, worshipped, joined Cubs and Scouts

and from it my brother gained his second Christian name (Edmund). My cousin is
still a member there.

Allotment, Pig Farm and Dairy:
| was born in 1939, spent a few years in a flat in Valley Close (round the corner from
St Edmunds) and at the age of eight moved to a council house in Norwich Road. At

that point | attended Pinner Road School and later attended Pinner County Grammar
School.

| have all sorts of memories of the Joel Street area - an uncle with an allotment
alongside a pig farm - the owner of the pigs gathered waste food from catering
establishments and Uncle Fred garnered the cutlery that had been inadvertently
discarded - | equipped a Church Hall with 100 complete place settings over a period
of time. There was Eric Robarts farm - my father was a milkman, initially with
Craddocks using a pony and trap for two deliveries per day, then with Robarts and
finally Express Dairy (of which | believe Eric became Chairman). The dairy on Pinner
Road had its own bottling facility, stables and horses - Dad's was called Blossom -
she ponged!

From about 1965 | joined Emmanuel Church and eventually trained in North London
for ordained ministry, serving in Old Trafford Manchester, Roxeth H

ill Harrow, Woodbridge Suffolk and finally St. Ouen in the Island of Jersey, where we
now live in very active so-called retirement.

| wish you well with the Association and appreciated very much the opportunity to
scan some of the articles, not least those that enhanced ancient memaories - like the
lovely Miss Napthen at Pinner Road Primary School.

With very best wishes,
Ray Speck
revrayspeck@hotmail.co.uk



