
 
 

Lines from Metro-land, written and 
narrated by John Betjeman.  1973. 
Poet Laureate and Friend of the Railways. 
 

 
But still people kept on coming to Wembley. 

The show-houses of the newly built estates. 
A younger, brighter, homelier Metro-land: 
‘Rusholme’, ‘Rustles’, ‘Rustlings’, ‘Rusty 
Tiles’… 
Each one is slightly different from the next, 
A bastion of individual taste. 
On fields that once were bright with 
buttercups. 

Deep in rural Middlesex,  
the county that inspired Keats 

A speculative builder at Kingsbury  
let himself go, in the twenties. 

Harrow:  
The smart suburban railway knew its place 
Did not dare approach too near The Hill. 

 

The healthy air of Harrow in the 20’s and 30’s  
A verge in front of your house and grass and a tree for the dog… 
 

On, on, north-westwards,  
London far away, 
And stations start to look quite countrified… 
 

Pinner, a parish of a thousand souls, 
‘til the railways give it many thousands more. 
Famous for its Village Fair 
Where once a year, St John the Baptist’s Day 
Shows the climbing High Street filled with stalls 
A medieval Fair in Metro-land. 



 
 

One of the joys of Metro-land  
Was the nearness of golf to London.   
And Moor Park, was a great attraction. 
Did ever a golf club have a 19th hole so sumptuous as this? 
 

Chorleywood: Large uneventful fields of dairy farm, 
Slowly winds the Chess, brimful of trout. 
An unregarded part of Hertfordshire 
Awaits its fate…. 

The 1973 programme is still available to view online 
and starts with a high-speed film of the Met Line 
from the front of the train.   
 

Also, of historical interest to view online are: 
 

‘Night mail’ - WH Auden. 2.47 mins. 
1936 to accompany a documentary. 
“This is the night mail crossing the 

Border, bringing the cheque and the postal order” 
 

‘Let’s Imagine a Branch Line between Wells and Burnham on Sea’ 
John Betjeman.  9m46s.  
 “…reduced to a branch line – and even that has lost its twigs!”   

Jan C 


