
 
 

Census or Senseless? 
By the time you read this, the 2021 Census will 
have taken place and the next one in 2031 will be 
a future dream.  So why do we have a census 
and what is their relevance today?   
 

Censuses date back to biblical times!  According to the 4th book of the 
Hebrew bible (numbers 1:2; 26.2) God requested a census of the Israelites 
during their journey from the wilderness. 
 

In modern times, a Census gives a complete picture of the nation across the 
whole of the United Kingdom.  It provides the Government with the 
information they need to develop policies, plan and run public services, and 
allocate funding for things such as schools, hospitals, Social Care, housing 
policies and much more. Since the 2001 census, based on the data 
collected, over £100 million has been allocated from central government to 
local authorities and the NHS Primary Care Trusts. 
 

The information can be broken down to local demographics.  
Here are the 2011 Census statistics for Northwood Hills: 

 

Population was 11,578.  Approximately 52% female and 48% Male. 
 

Average Age is 40.  While the UK Average (median) is also 40. 
 

Where born? 69.7% of people living in the Ward were born in England.  Other top 
answers for place of birth were 4.4% India, 2.7% Kenya, 1.7% Sri Lanka, 1.4% 
Ireland, 1,2% Scotland and 0.6% Wales. 
 

Language: 86% of Northwood Hills residents spoke English as a first language. 
 

Religion: 49.9% are Christian, 17.9% No religion, 12.6% Hindu, 6.3% Muslim and 
2.6% Jewish.   20 people described themselves as a Jedi Knight and 2 people 
said they believed in Heavy Metal! 
 

Marital Status: 51.3% are married, 7.6% cohabit with a member of the opposite 
sex and 0.6% live with a partner of the same sex.   25.2% of people are single and 
7.8% are separated or divorced. 
 

Occupations: The top occupations are: Professional 25.2%; Associate 
professional and technical 14.9%; Administrative and secretarial 13.0%; 
Managers, directors and senior officials 12.9% 
 

 
Whilst the personal details of everyone are recorded, that information 

is kept confidential for 100 years, after which future generations will be 
able to find out more about the personal lives of everyone. 


