A Little Bit of History — 65 years ago!
Northwood Mid-Air Collision 4" July 1948

On 4 July 1948 an Avro York C.1 transport operated by 99 Squadron of the Royal
Air Force was on a flight from RAF Luga, Malta to RAF Northolt with six crew and
the High Commissioner for the Federation of Malaya Sir Edward Gent who was
returning to London.

A Scandinavian Airlines System Douglas DC-6 was flying
from Stockholm to RAF Northolt with a crew of seven and
25 passengers.

The weather in the area was bad and at 14:45 Northolt
tower controller gave the Swedish aircraft permission to

descend to 2,500 ft.

At 14:50 the York was cleared to come down to 4,000 ft. This was within a
minute of the DC-6 reporting itself at 2,500 ft.

At 14:54 (three minutes after the DC-6 reported itself at 2,500 ft) the York was
cleared down to 3,000 ft. Nothing was heard from the
York after 14:45 and it did not acknowledge further
clearance down to 1,500 ft at 15:05.

The permission for the York to descend was given at L w
least a minute or two after the DC-6 was cleared from

the area but neither aircraft acknowledged the last
messages.

At 15:03 the two aircraft collided about 4 miles north of Northolt aerodrome. An
investigation officer from the Ministry of Civil Aviation later reported that the York
was above the DC-6, and the DC-6 was climbing. The starboard wing of the DC-6
penetrated the York on the starboard side behind the freight door and detached
the York's tail unit.

Both aircraft crashed into Ruislip Woods, bursting into flames on impact. After fire
and rescue crews put out the fires the Avro York was completely destroyed by the
crash and the only part of the DC-6 that was still intact was the rudder and
tailplane, with the rest of the DC-6 being destroyed by the fire All 7 passengers
and crew of the Avro York died and all 32 passengers and crew of the DC-6 also
died, bringing the total number of deaths to 39, the worst mid-air collision in

British aviation history.

And now read on...



Spooky or What?

In January, just as | was reviewing the item on the previous page, about
Northwood's air crash 65 years ago, | was sent he following article, which had
appeared in the Northwood Gazette in June 2012. Editor

AN ENVELOPE that is the only surviving item from Britain's worst ever mid-air
collision has been discovered at a garage sale.

Simon Breach and his son Kyle, 20, who live in Northwood, bought a box
containing stamps at a garage sale, and found the charred remnant of an
envelope that had been on the Swedish plane.

The envelope was burnt and singed and had been forwarded on to an address in
London with a note from the post office on it, to say why it was in such bad
condition. The note on the envelope, which was posted in Sweden to Messrs
Albright & Wilson Ltd of Park Lane, reads: “Recovered from the wreck of Swedish
Skymaster wrecked at Northwood July 4, 1948 bringing Sir Edward Gent home
from Malaya. No survivors.”




