
Northwood Hills Circus. 
Has the Big Top come to town? 
No – this is, of course, the roundabout at the end of Joel Street. 

 

The Uxbridge & West 

Drayton Gazette  
of Friday 22nd May 1936 
reported that a petition had been sent 
to the Ruislip-Northwood Council, 
requesting that the traffic roundabout 
at Northwood Hills be named 
‘Northwood Hills Circus’ in preference 
to the name ‘Northwood Circus’ which 
had been chosen by the Council.   

 
The Council refused to 
comply with the request.  
So, the petitioners asked 
the council to reconsider, 
pointing out that 
‘Northwood Circus’ as a 
name was very 
misleading to strangers 
entering the district.  And 
if on some future 
occasion a roundabout 
was constructed at High 
Street, Northwood, 
further confusion would 
arise. 

 
Commander Harold of 
the Council caused 
amusement with the 
remark that there was 
an Oxford Circus in 
London, but it did not 
lead to Oxford! 
 
 

As we know, the 

petition was finally successful.          
Alison Saunders 

Photo mid-late 1930’s 

 

The familiar view we see today 

Very early, pavements being laid 

 


