St Vincent’s “Hospital on the Hill”

familiar with St Vincent's Home,

which was built about nine years
ago in Northwood Hilts at the top of
Wiltshire Lane. Many will also
remember the orthopaedic hospital
which had been there since 1911.
Originally it was a hospital for
crippled boys, but in 1924 it
extended to include girls and
children. Their stay there would
depend on their illness and some
spent several years there. One boy
from Northwood fell off his bicycle
and damaged his leg, he was
admitted to the hospital and whilst
recovering he was engaged in crafts
such as basket making. At some
stage they extended this to making
shoes and when released from
hospital he went into business and
opened a small shop which has now
become Bowleys.

I think most local residents will be

Much of this and other information |
have obtained from a book "The
Hospital on the Hill" a history of St
Vincent's, written by Jacquie Scott
who is now a senior member of the
board and whom | knew quite well.
At some stage the name of the
hospital was changed from a
cripples’ hospital to the orthopaedic
hospital and many local people will
have used it at some time.

As time went on it became clear that
the hospital needed a certain
amount of reconstruction and the
easiest way would be to build a new
hospital on the same site. This
meant that in order to finance the
proposal it was necessary to sell

land in that area. The land, of
course, was green belt land and at
that stage |, as Planning Officer for
the Resident's Association in
Morthwood Hills, became
concemned. | visited the hospital and
spent some time with Dr Griffiths
who was the designer of the
proposed hospital. He showed me
the plans of the proposal and our
committee decided to raise no
objection. The new hospital was
worth the loss of some greenbelt
land. We all became very interested
in this proposal until, unfortunately,
disaster struck when the
government in its wisdom stopped
sending NHS patients to private
hospitals.

This unfortunately put an end to any
proposals and eventually the
hospital reached the situation where
they could not carry on and had to
close down and all the staff became
redundant. The management of St
Vincent's however were determined
not to give up and in fact | believe it
was Mr Devern who declared that
the spirit of St Vincent still existed
and they decided to go ahead and
build a nursing home.




| was still making inspections of the
area as this involved a further sale
of greenbelt land, which alarmed us
somewhat as we had already lost
some greenbelt land with no
satisfactory outcome. We were
naturally afraid the same might
happen again.

| discussed this with the council and
they agreed to approve the proposal
and at the same time put in a
condition that no new houses would
be occupied until work on the home
had been started.

This I'm pleased to say proved
unnecessary and the building of the
home was able to start without
further problems. It was soon
constructed and 9 years ago on
invitation | attended the opening
ceremony, performed by Archbishop
Cormac Murphy O'Connor.

| was very pleased that the nursing
home had gone ahead without
problems but was very disappointed
that in doing so the hospital had to
be sacrificed as it had proved to be
one of the best orthopaedic
hospitals in the country and an
asset to the area. However, looking
back at all the problems | have
nothing but praise for the
management of the charity of St
Vincent's who in spite of all the
difficulties refused to give in. Most
certainly an orthopaedic hospital
would have been preferred, but this
was not possible.

My experience of St Vincent's runs
to more than just the planning role |
played at the start of the building.

My son, Richard, as a young boy
was treated there as an outpatient,
my daughter Gillian worked there for
some time as an auxiliary nurse and
Audrey volunteered there in the
hospital shop, so the whole family
has been involved with St Vincent's.

Earlier this year | had personal
experience of it as | spent a week
there as a resident when Audrey
was attending her daughter's
wedding in Yorkshire. | found the
care to be absolutely excellent,
everyone has a personal room and
can eat in their room or the dining
room as they wish, and | chose to
have breakfast in my room and go
down to the dining room for other
meals where | shared a table with
three other residents.

A certain amount of entertainment
was laid on, usually a quiz at which |
did not excel, also on one occasion
we had a small concert. A number
of people | have spoken to in the
past said they would discard St
Vincent as it was Roman Catholic
and they felt they would be served
by nuns and have to submit to
Roman Catholic rules. | can assure
anyone however that this is not the
case and members of other faiths
and none were never imposed on in
any way.

"The Hospital on the Hill" is a
concise and informative book,
which | can heartily recommend
and obtainable from all good

(and local) booksellers.

Lishman Easby




