Enclosure Act
The history of the Joel Street Allotments site has always been bound up with
national events. At the beginning of the 19th century, Britain was at war with
Napoleonic France and was also needing to feed an increasingly large urban
population working in the new factories of the Industrial Revolution. This was the
spur for a re-organisation of farming methods and styles, part of which involved
enclosing common land and dividing it into the fields that are a familiar part of the
rural landscape today.

Ruislip’s commaon fields and wasteland were enclosed between 1804 and 1814,
however three areas, known as “Poor's Fields”, were set aside to provide grazing
land for the poor. The largest was “Great Poor's Field®, now known as Ruislip
Commen, an area of 39 acres between Park and Copse Woods; this still exists as
open land, adjacent to Ruislip Lido. *Little Poor's Field”, an area of two acres west
of Withy Lane, is now part of Breakspear Crematorium. The third was known as
the “Eastcote Allotment”, 18 acres east of Joel Street. This, apart from an area of
nearly six acres nearest the railway sold for housing in the 1930s, forms the current
Joel Street Allotments site. They were administered by the Ruislip Cottagers’
Allotments Charity.

Society established

The 1908 Allotments Act was passed to make local authorities throughout the
country set aside land for allotments. A group of local people set up The Ruislip-
Northwood Smallholding and Allotments Society Limited, which was registered in
July 1910. They entered into negotiations with the Ruislip-Northwood Urban
District Council to lease eight acres of the Eastcote Poor's Field from the Ruislip
Coftagers’ Allotments Charity. The original lease was for fourteen years and dates
from Lady Day (March 25th) 1912; to this day, our rent is still due on Lady Day.
As the allotments were filled, more land was rented, until the society occupied the
entire site.

Up to the 1950s

The period from its formation up to the 1950s must be considered the “glory years
of the site.

During two World Wars, the intervening Depression, and post-war Rationing, the
need for ordinary people to grow as much of their own food as possible was
paramount. The Govemments of the day supported allotments with legislation
giving support and legal backing. They also provided practical support in the form
of information booklets and advice on best practice.

The food produced on allotments was a vital part of the nation’s economy.
Throughout this period, the Joel Street site was fully occupied and fully cultivated.
Unfortunately, the written records of the Society no longer go back this far, but
several of our older members have fond memories of the allotments they and their
fathers tended.
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Decline in the 12605 and onwards

From the late 1950s, Britain was becoming more prosperous and the rise of the
consumer society meant that people had less interest in growing their own food.

By 1964 the site was so under-used and untidy that the Trustees considered selling
it for housing. The 1970s saw a brief resurgence in interest in allotments, and in
1973 the Ruislip & District Natural History Society registered the site as common
land. But in the economic boom years of the 1980s, interest again declined. In 1981
there were 45 poles vacant and there was concern about the untidy state of many of
the plots. At the 1982 AGM the Secretary reported that enthusiasm for allotments
was waning and there were several plots vacant.

By the end of 1983 there were 216 poles® vacant. By 1987, 592 poles were vacant
and there were approaches from builders who wished to purchase the entire site for
housing development. This decline continued through the 1990s, with two large
areas, amounting to nearly 130 poles, being taken out of allotment use and rented
as paddocks.

Present day

Over the past few years, there has been a renewed interest in the origins and quality
of our food, and allotments have seen a renewed boom. From a membership of 27
in 2000, there are now well over 100.

As larger plots have become vacant, they have been sub-divided to give a more
manageable area to cultivate; starter plots have been introduced to encourage first-
time gardeners. The infrastructure of the site is slowly being improved. Two new
gates have been installed and the fencing reinforced to help security; a small car
parking area has been constructed; the water supply has been extended and
upgraded, with a new meter and timer fitted; a secure shed for machinery has been
purchased; the lockers have been repaired and painted; the drainage system is
being refurbished; Lottery funding has enabled us to install a composting toilet.

There are currently some plots still available.
Flease contact the Lettings Secretary
for further information and details about rent and vacancies.

Email: lettings@joelstreetallotments.co.uk
or visit our website www _joelstreetallotments.co.uk

* A pole is 5% yards, or about 5 metres



