Built for Oscar Deutsch’s chain of Odeon
Theatres. In September 1936, the architect
(A. Douglas Clare) unfortunately died just
before the proposed opening date. Almost
everything was ready, even the Odeon name was installed on the facade.

So, in mid-November 1936 the building was sold to the small independent
Shipman & King. The Rex sign was mounted over the Odeon name and on 28th

December 1936 the first films shown were “All In” with Ralph Lynn and
“Border Flight” with Frances Farmer.

The single-screen auditorium of stalls and balcony levels had a massive 1,000 seats

The decorative scheme was Art Deco, with a deeply banded central plaster cove
fixtures in the main ceiling and foyer and decorative plaster wall panels typical of
the time.

The Rex Cinema played concurrent to either the Astoria Cinema or Rivoli Cinema
in Ruislip, which were also operated by Shipman & King.

Last film: 22nd September
1973 with Roger Moore in

“Live and Let Die”.

The cinema was then
demolished, and a Somerfield
supermarket built on the site.

This too has been replaced,
with a block of flats and
shops.
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Have you got any old photos of Northwood Hills in days gone by?
If so, we’d love to see them and may be able to use them in a feature!


http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/15197/photos

